Over the past eighteen months or so we have been absorbing the slow but
‘steady costs of printing IANTERN which has meant that: the planned growth of
the magazine has been somewhat curtailed. So, to give us a bit more cash to
play with, we have decided to increase the price of LANTERN as from this is-
sue, from I5p to I8p. The annual subscription will likedrise be increased from
85p to £I,00, In turn the Editor of LANTERN and the B.S.I.G. guarantee that
each issue will contain a minimum of IO‘-pages plus on litho page (or the equi~
valent) plus !'SPELLTHORN! the Newsletter of the E.S.N.A., We also guarantee 2
that the price of LANTERN will not increase for at least another I2 months.

This would be a good time to thank all those who have given LANTERN their
support over the years and hope that you will continue to support us‘in the
future, During the last year the sales of LANTERN have increased quite well
and the number of regular subscribers has doubledl. It is with our subscribers
that the future of IANTERN lies, so please tell your friends about us and per-
suade them to take out a subscription as well,:As always .we welcome letters and
articles (preferably with an East Anglian ‘flavour!), comment, suggestions and
press-cuttings - in fact anything that will interest our readers,

It only rémains for me to.wish you, one and all, a very happy Yule-tide
and a prosperous New Year - and, THNKS FOR YOUR MUCH APPRECIATED SUPPORT!

Ivan Bunn-Editor.
+ + + ++ 4+ F o+ o+

EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF DR, EDWARD BROWNE
OF NORWICH (I663 ~ 4)

Edward Browne was the son of Sir Thomas Browne (I605 - 1682), the famous
philosopher and thinker who wrote such works as !'Religio Medici'!y and !Pse-
udodoxia Epidemica'! amongst others,

Jamuary 30, I663: ",..A magical cure for the jaundise;~ Burne wood under a
leaden vessel fill'd with water, take the ashes of that wood, and boyle it
with the patientfs urine, then lay nine long heaps of the boyld ashes upon
& board in a ranke, and upon every heap lay nine spears of crocus, it hath
greater effects then is credible to anyone that shall barely read this re-
ceipt without experiencing.”

February 5th I663: "I went to see a serpente that a woman living in St,
Gregories church yard in Norwich vomited up, but shee had burnt it before

I came, ‘

February I3, I663: "We drew valentines and danced this night at Mr,Howards.
Hee @wa$ gat by Ms, Liddy Houghton and my sister by him" (contd on page ).

Lantern is published by the Borderline Science investigation Group; a
non-profit making organisation devoted to the investigation of unex-
plained phenomena in East Anglia. Annual subscription (4 issues) is
£100inc. P & P (overseas rates on application). Edited by lvan 8unn, 3
Dunwich Way, LOWEeSTOft, NR32JRZ e mm s e mmm s s e s s s v e st e e

Al articles in this magazine are copyright of the authors or BS1G. and unless stated other-
wise the opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the editor or the 8 5.1.G, e ==




L+ +'£ + + + + + MORE MUSICAL MICE! + + + + + +' + + + + + + + + +

In LANTERN 22 we noted a case of a !singing mouse! &t North Cove in I892,
Since then details of two more such mice have come to our notice, both of
them were remarked upon in !Unnatural Natural History Notes! by H.M,L, pu-
blished privately in I884, The first mouse was in the hands of a Lowest—
oft watch-maker named Naylor, and H.M.L. describes his-first meeting with
it: ".,.he produced a small box , which he set down before the fire....As
soon as ever the little animal began to.feel fhe warmth he became musical
and chanted forth a sweet little song, like the subdued notes of a canary.
On looking into the box, sure enough its only occupant was a mouse..."

The writer went on to say that the mouse only sung when he could feel the
warmth -of the fire,

The other mouse, which was still living in I884, lived in the ualnscottln
of Oulton Manor House. For a long time the inhabitants of the house had
heard his warbling song but could not make out where 1t orlglnated. Event- .
ually the mouse was discovered and the mystery solved.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

00000000000000000000000000000000000 |

Much has been written about a phantom house seen at Bradfield St. George, Suff-
olk, back in the I920s, The following article was publiahed in the 'Bury Free
Press! on September 22nd, 1978, under the title 'CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF A CHILLING
KIND! and throws more llght onto the mystery., The article is interesting in
that it offers evidence that TWO phantom houses have been seen at Bradfield. We
reprint it in iis entirety as it gives a good account of the original sighting
of the house back in I926 for those not familiar with the story.

P EE FE AR R
+ + + ¢'+ O A S M RS

cks flanking the other side of the road.
As the lane curved away to the left
they followed the wall along - and came
upon tall wrought-iron gates set in it.
Beyond the gates the wall continued on
and behind it was a cluster of tall,
Picture, if you will, a quiet corner towering trees. They peered curiously
of the Suffolk countryside one dull, in through the gates and observed a
damp October afternoon in the year I926.long drive leading to what appeared to
A young, level-headed school teacher be a large house., A corner of a roof

‘The Phantom Hovse
of Wravfield

a Miss Ruth Wynne, was walking from
Rougham Rectory, where her father was
the newly appointed incumbent, across
the fields towards the village of Brad-
field St, George. With her was a pupil
a Miss Allington who was a bright girl
of some I/ years, They weee chattering
happily as they went, keen to explore
the area, which was completely new to
them, They followed a winding footpath
eiming all the time for Bradfield St.
George Parish Church in the distance.

To get there they found themselves
walking through a farmyard and then em-
erging on to a little lane ~ Church Rd,
which runs in a series of twists and
turns from little Welnetham across to
Hessett, But teacher and pupil were
totally unprepared for what they saw
next, In fact at the time they did not
realise its true significance,

For they saw a spectral mansion - a
ghostly house that was not there, The
Strange encounter began when the two
saw a high wall of greenish yellow bri-

. any description; there was no drive;

could be seen above a stucco frony in
which were set some windows of Georgian
design. The rest of the house was hidd-
en by trees. They were surprised that
they had not heard of such a big house
and of who lived there. When they ret-
urned to Rougham they discussed the
matter with Miss Wynne'!s parentsS.secee
who did not know what they were talking
about, \.

Early the following sprlng, Miss Wy-
nne took her walking compaplon back to
Bradfield St, George again, -probably
partly to have another look &t this my-
sterious house, They walked along the
same footpaths, through the same farm-
yard, and out onto the same lane, Their
astonishment was complete., They stopped,
gasped and turning to one another blur-

ted out simultaneously "Where'!s the Wall?"

There was no wall to be seen, They
followed the woad round. There were no
wrought-iron gates, nor indeed gates of
and

most of all, there was no house, They

2.



were flabbergasted. There before them
was only a ditch and a wilderness of
tumbled earth, weeds and mounds all
overgrown with the trees which they
had seen on their first visit., Miss
Wynne thought at first that the house
and wall must have been pulled down
since their last visit. But closer in-
spection revealed that the mounds and
a pond had obviously been there a long
time, When questioned in later days,
no-one in the village had heard of a
house on the site.

Miss Wynne wrose to
a wireless programme
on March ITth, 1934
about the spectral man—
sion, In a letter 'to
Sir Ernest Bennett who
had appealed on the
air for cases!of ghos-
tly apparitions, she
wrote: "I am convinced
that the house either
once stood there, or
else I shall meet it
again somewhere else.l
have often been past
its site since, but I
have never seen it a=-
gain," She added,"I am
not what might be cal-~
led psychic and this
is the only experience
of the kind I have ev-
er had,"

Miss Allington, the
former pupil, also wro-
te to Sir Ernest some
years later confirming
the story. The astoun- i
ding tale has been re- e BRADFILLD
told by two or three oo
authors of successful ghost-hunting
books,

But one man who has been busily com—
piling and sifting through the evidence
is Mr. Leonard Aves of Mon'!s Oak, Brad
field St, George., Mr. Aves,who moved
to the village on his retirement four
years ago, has privately published a
history of Bradfield St., George, wri-
tten by himself and his wife Doris.

His love of local history and keen
eye for detail has resulted in a first
class little book, in which he devotes
a chapter to ghostly tales.

"Miss Wynne died some years ago. But
I have found a number of middle-aged
women who had been pupils of Miss Wy-
nne including a titled lady. They all
remembered her and spoke highly of her

T
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but none ,could recall her telling them
about this incident," he said. "Frankly
I'm hard-headed and can't believe in
ghostly apparitions. But I have no re-
ason to doubt that Miss Wynne was a
perfectly honest and reliable witnesss

-1 trust her integrity. I can offer no

explanation., I have considered that it
might have been a mirage, but I have
had some experiemces of mirages and I
beleive this apparition too large to

be encompassed in one. At least,I have
never heard of a mirage
thet large in this co-
untry.

"Furthermore, for it
to have been a mirage
would mean that there
would have to have been
such a house not too
far away and we cannot
find any traces of one
within a reasonable
radius.

"But I wonder - did
something used to st-
and there? T beleive
that this was the old-
er part of the village
near the church, And
on the road from Bury
and Little Welnetham
there is a vicious
right turn there, as
if the road had veered
to go around a build-
ing of some sort,"

But Miss Wynne's is
not the only uncanny
tale of appearing and
disappearing houses
that Mr. Aves has to
tell, He goes on to re-
count a story which first appeared in
print a few years ago, written by a
man who used the nom-de~plume James
Cobbold.

Mr, Cobbold now retired, tells of a
curious incident whitch took place in
his youth when he used to go with an
old butcher, Mr, George Waylett,on his
rounds on Saturdays. They travelled by
pony and trap around Rougham and the
Bradfields, ,

On one particular Saturday in June
the trap was jogging along Kingshall

.Street towards Bradfield St. George.

Suddenly there was a loud swishing
noise and the air all round became
very cold. The butcher whinnied in
terror and bolted, The butcher was
thrown over the back of the cart while
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- James Cobbold hung on for dear life,

The pony had got all the way to
where the Baptist chapel stands, about
350 yards away, before he managed to
stop it. In the fleeting moments as
the pony bolted, Mr:; Cobbold says he
distinctly saw a red brick house of 3
storeys, It was roofed with pantiles

© #nd had a pronounced Georgian appear—

ance, Tt stood about 30 yards in from
the road and in front of it was a bea-
utiful garden with six flower beds in

_full bloom.

Outside the Baptist chapel an old
-rogdman seeing the terrified pony with
its eyes bulding asked what had fiigh-
‘tened the animal, Told that thé - house
had frightened it, the roadman demand-
ed inpatiently: "What bloody house..2"
James Cobbold walked the pony back to
where a very frightened Mr., Waylett
was picking himself up off the road.He
arrived between 8 and IO minutes after
the incident and recalls that the hou-
se was just then disappearing - and
looked shimmering and misty. ”

"That —=——— housel" declared the bu-
tcher, "That's about the third time

- Itve seen that happen."

‘Leonard Aves invited james Cobbold
over to Bradfield St., George from his
home in Cambridgeshire, and asked him
to point out the spot where the house
and garden had appeared. As they drove
along Kingshall Street, Mr.Cobbold to-
1d him to stop the car. He got out and
pointed and said without hesitation:
"1t was there,"

Mr, Aves says he indicated a spot
nearly -in line with the northern edge
of thé strip of woodland known as Col-

‘the house as being of red brick,

A

ville!s Grove and on thet same side of
Kingshall Street, nearly opposite Gip-
sy Lane., Remarkably, Mr, Cobbold also
recalls that his grandfather, a Mr,Rob-
ert Palfrey, had spoken of seeing the
house while making hay on the other
side of the ‘road in I860 - again in the
month of June, He, too, had described
and
having beautiful gardens. He sald there
were two entrances, both of which: had
ornamental iron gates., Before both ap-
pearances, the air is reported to have
turned distinctly chilly.

What did Mr. Aves think of Mr, Cobb-
old as a witness? "I thought he was
telling the truth," he said, "But a~
gain I cannot explaln it. T have dug
out old meps, including the 23" scale
Ordnance S rvey map of 1885 and there
is not a trace of anything there,"

So the nystery of the spectral man-
sion and the disappearing house and
garden of Bradfield St. George goes on,
unsolved, Can we doubt such apparently
reliable witnesses? In any case, are
not the stories just a little elaborate
to have been dreamed up by this hand-

ful of quite different people?

If the first image - that of the sp-
ectral mansion - was not there,how do
we explain what Miss Wynne's former
pupil confirmed, years later, having
seen it, Could the two ghostly houses
in fact be one and the same?

Have they been seen since by someone
too embarrassed to tell the tale?

When, indeed will they be seen again?

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXX

NOTE: This article was written by Paul Chapman and the photographs were taken

by John Lindsay., We would like to thank the Editor of the 'Bury Free Press' for

- permission to re-produce the article in IANTERN -~ ed.
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+++++++++++++++++BAC:KNUMBERS+++++++++++++++++

WE HAVE MANAGED TO GET TOGETHER A QUANTITY OF BACK-NUMBERS OF IANTERN, THE
EDITIONS THAT WE CAN OFFER ARE AS FOLLOWS :
NUMBERS: 8,9,16,1I,I2 & I3 at I2p each
NUMBERS : 16,17,19,20,22 & 23 at I5p.
IN N@BT CASES THE NUMBER OF ISSUES IS VERY LIMITED SO IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
TAKE WHAT IS ALMOST CERTAINLY THE VERY ILAST CHANCE TO FILL IN THE GAPS IN
YOUR COLLECTION OF LANTERNS, PLEASE WRITE TO THE EDITOR STATING WHICH NUM-
BERS YOU WOULD LIKE - BUT PLEASE DO NOT SEND ANY MONEY — WE WILL SEND THE
MAGAZINES (IF STILL AVAILABIE) WITH THE INVOICE. ALD REQUESTS WILL BE TRE2
ATBR. ON A 'FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED! BASIS, THE PRICES QUOTED ABOVE ARE
EXCLUSIVE OF POSTAGE, SO HURRY?,...IF YOU WANT TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS
LAST CHANCE OF OBTAINING LONG OUT OF PRINT BACK NUMBERS, WRITE TODAY!!

L N T N T T T S T S S S A G S

NUMBERS 5,6 & 7 at IOp each,

R I T I TE I I I s

++

+*THE SPRING EDITION OF IANTERN WILL BE AVAILABLE IN APRIL + + + DONT MISS IT+
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THE JOURNAL OF DR, BROWWE (contd from page I)

FEBRUARY 26, I663: "....I went to the signe of the Queen's armes in St Martins,
where in the cellar, being arched and close, the roof is all covered with a
slimy substance formed into the figures of grapes orbunches of grapes, which,
although sometimes wiped of, will encrease againe by the steame or vapour of
the wine from the vessels; a pretty rarity and worth the observation. I brought
some of these grapes away with mee. In this cellar, not long since, one pulllng
- down a partition of boardes, founde the body of a dead man with his leg in a

- payre of stocks, the body afterwards stirred fell into ashes...."

March the 3d, I663: ",...this afternoon I rode to Thwait, through the Pye roade
seshaving roade about 45 miles this day, I thought it best to ride. no further,
although it were not yet night....The man of the house seemed to bee a very
honest fellow, and gave as kinde entertainment as his house was capable of....
I observed that to one in the jaundice hee gave the green ends of goose dunge

- steep'd in beere, and then strayned and sweetened, a country remedy."

MARCH the 4, I663: “Having roade asbout two mile, I came to the white horse,

- horse carv'd in wood, upon a wooden structure, like a sighne post, an o0ld womw
" an and a gradener one standing behind and another before -the horse; underneath
hanges a globe, out of which comes four hands, which directs passengers in the
crosse roads (which meet just in these places) one stondes towerds Norwich, the
contrary towards Ipswich, one to Bury and the other to Framlingham,,,"

S B Nk T R I S T T T T T THE N S MR R I
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U .0, NEWS: (contlnued from P.9),put on full 'elert! on the night he had seen
the object!

.The reason I write all this is two-fold: flrstly to illustrate just how
careful investigators must be in dealing with UFO witnesses, especially in that
great care should be taken to get a statement as soon as possible after the in-
cident before the witness has time to think about it and gets immovable ideas
cohcerning the object. Secondly, I'd like to state here and now that, in the I5
years that I have been researching UFOs I have never peen approached by the
government men-in-black, or had mysterious callers telephone calls or such
like; in fact my I5 years of UFO research have been very mundane from thlS po-
int of viewl! :

- It's not very often that we get the chance to rcport that welve actually be-
em able to identify a UFQ (I suppose it's not a UFO now?). However, on the night
off October 24th last, the UFO Research sectlon was innundated with reports of a
mysterious column of light seen over the Lowestoft and district area. Various
emquiries were made and finally the USAF at Bentwaters, Suffolk, came up with
the. solution, It appears that on the night in question helicopters from the
8 Ist Tactical Fighter Wing were carrying out training flights in the area, The
US iirforce informs us that "..,..the U.S.iirforce had two HH-53s and one HC-I30
£lying in the area from Bawdsey to Great Yarmouth, One of the HH-53% was accom-
plishing night water hoist training and used the HC-I30 as a flare platform.The
flares used were LUU-2Bs, a parachute flare of approximately two million ‘candle
powers Both of the HH-53s refuelled with the HC-I30,.." We would like to thank

apbain David Schmidt, Information Officer at Bentwaters who made this 1nfor—
mation available to us.

LATE NEWS: Since typing this UFC report section we have again heard from
tthe US iirforce at Bentwaters regarding flying operations in the area during
tthe . :month of Octobcr,’and which might have led to the reports mentioned on p e
wizi s October 4th: - no aircraft were flying at that time, .

Co October 6th: - no aircraft were flying at that time,
October IIth: - no sircraft were flying at that timel -
October 23rd: —~+aircraft were flying near that area where indi-

,:

_ Cated,
k,po, with perhaps the excéption of October 23rd, we can still not flnd the owner

'F‘ Flacs e nyqr]p*n" ified nitviofd whieh Plogusl Towesholt dast Octiober.
; R I R e T T I R Rt s
B I i A A T T
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CROSSROAD & ROADSIDE
93& ~~—BURIALS m¢<

MLV BURGESS

‘Surprisingly enough, although the idea of someone being buried at a. part-
icular crossroad is one that is-firmly rooted in all-our traditions, very little
seems to have been written about it over the years., I must admit that I have al-
been unable to find very meny from East Anglis, and most of those that I have
‘come across originate from Suffolk. Previously I-had thought these tales to be
no more than local legends, but one or two discoveries lately have led me to be-
lleve otherwise.

A crossing of trackways has always held an 1mportant position in mytholo-
EY, belng as it .was an obvious and convenient place for gatherings of all kinds.
Wayside inns would often be built nearby, thus forming a focal point for the
growth of a new settlement. As time passed and the structure of settlements be-
came more permanent, a notable tree or perhaps a stone would be placed there,
and the spot used as a marker on a Saxon estate boundary, Crossroads were also
*held in a kind of mystical reverence, for they were deemed to be the haunt of
the Hag, the third or 'deathly'! aspect of the pagan Mother Goddess. They were
the sacred domain of Diana/Heciib Hecate, whose worshippers were alleged to
practise the sacrifice of living creatures at the crossroads.

Ag Christianity made its way into the countryside, burial at the cross-
road, or simply under the road, became the province of suicides, heretics or
murderers; in short, anyone who had forfeited the right to interrment in a
Christian churchyard. For centuries it was the custom to bury suicides lying
in a north 'to south position instead of the Christian east to west, and with a
stake (preferably of whitehorn) driven through the heart with a single blow.
Although reserved for the vampire (rather scarce in Suffolk), this pinming :of
the heart was used op most restless spirits in an attempt at preveriting them
from rising again, The burial at a crossroad was an added precaution, since
even if the spirit did manage to escape the stake, it would not know which
path to take (this was presumably in the days before the advent of signposts),
Suicides and the like were regarded with utter abhorence by the people, A law
passed in I823 (but refealed in I882) even stated that the body of one who had
taken his own 1life had to be buried privately, and without any religios service
whatsoever, only between the hours of 9pm and midnight (I). Witches too were
sometimes buried there, and it was a favourite spot for the siting of a gallows
or gibbet, as in the case of !Black Toby! of Blythburgh reported in the last
issue of Lantern(2),

There are many sites all over the country whose names have the prefix .
ldeadmants! or variants of this, and one can be fairly certain that here is an
example of unsanctified burial. For instance, in the 1683 record of the peram-
bulation of the boundary of Walberswick, Suffolk, can be found the extract;

", eeeand so through the park to Deadman s Cross, by the heap of sbones...", so
called from a suicides grave(3). Also here is 'Deadman's Corner!, from the
tradition that someone was once burmt at the stake here(4). A falrly well~known
tales comes from near Tollesbury in Essex, where a man (presumably named Jordan)
is said to be buried with a stake in his heart at 'Jordan's Green!, This also
seems to be a haunt of the ubiquitous Black Shuck(5). There is a crossweys neor
Stanton in Suffolk with a similar legend attached; nowadays it is called !'Ale-
cock!s Grave!, but on early maps it is marked as tApe!s Cross'. Again, there
is a 'Deadman's Grave! in the parish of Spexhall, Suffolk, which I have probed
and researched, but the tale here seems to be losts The big crossroad on the
Newmarket to Bury St.Edmunds road near Moulton is perhaps one of the most fa-
mous of all, for on the grassy verge is the !Boys! or 'Gipsy's Grave!, suppo-
sedly kept in trim and flower-decked by the gypsies themselves (though no-one
evar sees them doing so)., Some think it to be the grave of a gypsy shepherd-
by who hanged himself many years ego when falsely accused of sheep-stealing,



"gnd modern cyclists when passing the
spot tell of a strange force emanating
from the small mound(6)., It is also said
that, if flowers appear on the grave du-
ring Derby week, then a Newmarket horse
will win that race, and the colour of
oo+ .. - the flowers will even foretell to which

“...0 <. .7 stable the horse belongs (7).

But, as stated previously, cross-
roads were not always used for this pur-
pose, Sometimes any section of a road
would suffice, as long as it was away
from holy ground., Somewhere along the
road between Redenhall and Harleston in
Norfolk, is or was a willow tree called
'Lush's Bush!, said to have sprouted
from the wooden stake driven through
Lush's body. One variant of the tale
says that the unfortunate person is a
women who took her ‘own life because she
had killed her child(8). Whether or not
the next man committed such a crime, I do not know, but an eéntry in the Palgr-
ave parish register for December 30th, 1587, reads: "Johannes Bungey sepultus
in via"...."John Bungey buried in the road", (9)

A definite probf of the practise of driving a stake through the heart
comes from a note in the Ipswich Journal in I783, and it reads:

"Last week we mentioned that a man named Hurwood, millwright of
. Ballingdon, took arsenic in a fit of discontent, At the inquest
the Jury returned a verdict of !selfQmurder!, and on Sunday mor-
ning early he was buried in the crossway, with a stake driven
through his body, near the pound on ‘Ballingdon Hill," (I0)

At the corner of the road from Hadleigh to Layham, Suffolk, just outside the
park called Holbecks, used to be a grassy mound that wes still visible in the
mid=I940s, An old lady of Hadleigh always said that a suicide by the name of
Mary Miller was buried there. (II) Another spot named after a !'self-murderer! is
'Bond!s Corner! in the parish of Grundisburgh, Suffolk, where the road from
there to Otley crosses that from Clopton to Tuddenham.(I2) Where the Suffolk
parishes of Kesgrave, Foxhall, Brightwell and Martlesham meet, at a crossways
on the heath is 'Dobbls Grave' or !'Corner!, and leading to it 'Bobb's Lane'!,
Here is a low, wide mound marked by concrete head and foot-stones, said to be
the grave of a suicide of that name, who again had a stake hammered into his
heart, According to the legend, he was a shepherd who hanged himself in a barn
on Kesgrave Hell Farm, (I3) The name Dobbs appears several times in the parish
registers, but there is no mention of a suicide. It appears that a few local
men doubted the tale, but ",..to put the matter at rest a midnight visit was
made to Dobbs! Corner and the grave opened up:..The question was settled when
poor Dobbs! remains were found, Before refilling the grave one of the party,

a man named Reeve from Bealings, took a tboth from the jaw and, to the day of
his death, wore it on his watch-chain..." (I4)

*‘m;, a.em, M LN’ faud

Although any traces of a burial are now gone, a,corner of the road near
Yoxford, Suffolk, still retains the local name of !Deadman's Grave!. This seems
to be one of the most confused accounts That I have so far come across. Two
graves were formerly visible here, and were tended by the respective highway
surveyors up to the turn of the century. Apparently there was a partial subsi-
dence of the road at one time, and.bones were definitely-seen in the resulting
hole. Although there is a basig of truth behind it all, the srories are both
many and varied., They may be the graves of two suicides, one perhaps called
Rayner who killed himself in Yoxford Housej; OR they msy be two gypsies hanged
for stealing; OR they may be those man who are now ghosts of Darsham Rectory;
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OR they may be two men who shot each other in a duel; OR they may be two men
of the I9th century who quarrelled, one shooting the other and then hanging
himself on a nearby oak tree(I5)., But the final account is the most interest-
ing. One grave is said to be that of & suicide who hanged himself in !'Martins
Barn! at Yoxford, and the other is allegedly "wherein Danbrook was buried.,"
Not many yards away from this corner is a little bridgeover the river Yox or
Winsmere, "which used to be called Danbrook Bridge , after the suicide," (16)
It was this reference which led me to at least a part of the truth behind the
1egend. "The Times" newspaper for June 26th, I80I, contains this fa301nat1ng
peice of information: .

"On Monday last Mr, Danbrook, a respectable shop keeper at Yox—

ford..sahot himself at the breqkfast table, where his wife-and:.

Mr, Rutland, surgeon in that place, were present. Jury's verd-

ict, felo de se. The body of the deceased was, of course, int-

erred in the highway."
The casual use of those two words "of course" seems to put the seal on it. That
suicides and other such 'miscreaents! were buried in the public roads, often
with a wooden spike in their hearts, is certain.,

Unfortunately the same fate occasionally seems to have befallen even
those who were slain through no fault of their own. Violence, however, always
plays a part. On 'Jay's Hill! near Sotterley Park in Suffolk is a spot called
'Kate!s Parlour!, where the road dips down about a hundred yards beyond a game-
keeperts cottage. The whole road is lined with trees and hedges except this
particular area, and the local tradition is that, no matter how many times
they are planted, the hedges will never take root and grow, Under the spot is
said to be the body of young Kate, who was a meidservant, murdered ‘gt nearby
Sotterley Hall,

In Thetford was a site known as !Chunk Harvey's Grave!, where the line of
the ancient Icknield Way crossed that of the old road to Euston, Harvey was
traditionally a pirate who had been betrayed by an ex-comrade, executed and
buried there., Although not a suicide, he seems to have had a stake thrust into
. his heart, since a tree was still standing in the early years of the I9th cen-
tury that had supposedly grown from the wooden spike. (I7) Not very'far away,
and vhere the Icknield way crosses the road filrom Barnham to Elveden, is a lo-
cation called !Marmansgreve!, I6th century references to this site in the re-
cords to this site in the papers of the Court of Augmentation call the area
1Deadman's Grave! and 'Deadman's Lands!. According to the tradition, there was
once a gamekeeper called Mar who had been threatened many times by local poach-
ers, and one day when he was found off his beat, they shoy him. (I8)

It seems that many victims of violence were once liable to be interred in
unconsecrated ground, whether they were suicides, murderers, witches or simply
innocent sufferess. The taint of 'unnatural! death was something that could not
be permitted to sully the holy soil of a churchyard.,
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UF.0. NEWS

The East Anglian Daily Times of November IIth last, reported two UFO's
which had been seen in Suffolk the day before (Friday November 20th), The fi-
rst object was seen by Mr, Owen Bean of Felixstowe who said that he saw a sil-
ver~coloured object hovering over a field near his home at about 5pm, Mr.Bean
observed the object, which he described as silver in colour with a red tail,
as it hovered stationary in the sky for about ten minutes,

That same day, at 7.I0am, Mrs, Eileen Holland of Westerfield also saw a
VWWFO!, It was shaped like a "sort of squashed saucepan 1lid and was sort of red
or orange in colour", said Mrs, Holland. When she first saw the object it was
hovering, then it moved off, slowly at first, then it gathered speed, There
was no vapour trail and although she could not estimate the distance Mrs, Hol-
land got the impression that it was "quite big".

The local police said that they had had no reports of a UFO made to them
that night and EADT weatherman Ken Blowers said that, after spesking to exp-
erienced obgervers who saw the phenomenon, the cigar-shaped object seen .in the
sky was an aircraft condensation trail illuminated by the rising sun! (What at
5pm? - I know Suffolk's a rum place but that'!s incredible - ed), According to
the EADT !'The section of: the "contrail" was in the precise area of Red One
airway (flight path) off the East Ahglian coast.

During the month of October last the area around Lowestoft has been visi-
ted by what can only be described as a 'mystery! airplane., The first report
of the 'plane was on Wednesday October 4th when a number ‘of witnesses saw &
bright light approaching the town from the sea., As the craft got closer the
bright light resolved itself into three seperate lights which all appeared to
be attached to the underside of a very slow-moving aircraft of some sort. A
the craft flew almost overhead the witnesses report an engine noise not unlike
a WWILI vintage bomber, Two nights later the aircraft was seen again this time
at 2200 bst., travelling in more or less the same direction and exhibiting the
same characteristics., Similar sightings were also made on Wednesday October
ITth and Monday October 23rd., Despite extensive enquiries from nearby airfields
etc,, no-one wants to admit the aircraft is theirs. Interestingly enough, at
least two, independant witnesses, describe the object as having the appear-
ance of a Lancaster bomber, and their description is very reminiscent of that
given‘by Mrs. Clarke of Lowestoft concerning another !strange'! craft seen in
the sky over north Lowestoft on April I7th this year (see 'UFO REPRRT! in
Lantern 22, pp 7/8).
. EDITOR!S NOTE: Living in Lowestoft as I do, I heve been involved in the in-
vestigation of all these renorts and I personally feel that the only thing
odd about this esircraft (unless it's a phantom bomber from the last wer) is
the fact that no one seems to know anything about it. However one thing has
emerged from all this that has given me an insight into the attitude of at
least one witness, Owing to the fact that I had cuite a number of these reports
ta follow-up (plus other excuses) I was rather slow following up one or two
reports after they were given me, In particular I had promised to visit one
witwoeos hnt on the morning in question my 'bike broke down and I had to
phone and say T coudn't make it and would send a sighting report form imstead,
It was almost ten days before I finally got arounf to sending the report forms
together with an accompanying letter apologising for the delay. It was at this
point that the investigation took an unexpected turn. Upon receipt of my letter
and report form, one of the witnesses immediately telephoned me to say that he
would no longer say anymorc ebout the sighting as he was sure that I was being
'got at! by the Government!! Adding that he was sure that if he was sure that
if he continued talking about it there would be a knock at his door and 'Bangj
that would be his lotlll' My wife, who took tho call as I was at work, went to
great lengths to assure him that T was not being got at and that we only needed
the info for our (and BUFORA's) files. However he would not be shifted from his
point of view, He then went on to embellish his original report and added in
conclusion that he had also heard that The US Airforce in the area had been
(Cont, on p.5)
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EXCHANGE MAGAZINES
SANGREAL: Litho'd; quarterly., an illustrated journal of the mysteries, crafts
and folk-traditions of Britain. Single copies 65p. Annual sub £ 2.50 post ﬂree.
From: BM SANGREAL, London, WCIV 6XX,
THE CAULDRON: duplicated, quarterly. Newsletter of witchcraft, folklore and the
0ld Religion, -ROp for sample copy from Mike Howard, I8a Cburch Hill, Purley,
Surrey.
SKYWATCH: duplicated, bi-monthly. UFOs and related phenomena., Journal of the
Manchester Aerial Phenomena Investigation Team (MAPIT). Annual sub £2,30 from:
D. Rees, 92 Hillcrest Road, Offerton, Stockport, Cheshire, SK2 5SE,
MUFOB: litho'd, quarterly. An informal publication devoted to UFOlogy and associ-
ated subjects., Annual sub: £I.25 from J.Rimmer, II Beverly Road, New Malden, Sy,
FORTEAN TIMES: litho'd, quarterly. THE magazine of curiosities, mysteries and

fortean phenomena, Annual sub: $3.00, single copies 75p from R,J.M,Rickard, ‘e/o
DTWAGE, 9/I2 St. Annes Court, London WI,

THE LEY HUNTER: 1litho'd, quarterly., THE magazine of 'emrth mysteries'!. Annual
sub for UK £3,00 from P, Devereaux, PO Box I52, London, NIO IEP,

PICWINNARD : 1itho'd, bi-monthly, The magezine of Wessex leys and folklore. Ann-
ual sub $2,00 from Vlnce Russett, Hythe Bow, dheddar Somerset, BS27 3EH,
JOURNAL OF GEOMANCY: now in litho!d A5 format, Quarterly journal of the Instit-
ute of Geomantic Research (IGR). Single copies 60p, annual sub £3,00 from Nigel
Pennick, I/2 Pheasant Rise, Bar Hill, Cambs., CB3 83D, (Or send SAE for full
list of IGR/Fenris Wolf publlcatlons)

NORTHERN UFO NEWS: Duplicated. Monthly newsletter of the Northern UFO Network
(WUFON). Details from Jenny Randles, 23 Sunningdale Drive, Irlam, Manchester,

AWARENESS: Duplicated, Quarterly journal of Contact (UK). All aspects of U.F.O,
research, interesting articles and reports., Full details of Contact/Awareness
from J. B JDelair, I9 Cumnor Road, Boars Hill, Oxford.

ANCIENT SKILLS AND WISDOM REVUE: Duplicated, quarterly. Reviews of books and
mags on leys, folklore, earth mysteries etc, Annual sub £2 from Paul Screeton,

5 Egton Drive, Seatan Carew, Hartlepool, Cleveland, TS25 2AT, .
EARTHLINK: Duplicated/litho'd, quarterly. Journal of the Essex UFO Study Group.
UFOs and associated phenomena. Single copies 62p four issue sub £2,50, From

The Secretary (EUFOSG), I6 Raydons Road, Dagenham, Essex, RM9 5JR.

UFO RESEARCH REVIEW: Litho!d, querterly, Journal of the Nottingham UFO Invest-
igation Society, Scientific approach to UFO research., Single copies 25p, full
details from NUFOIS, 443 Meadow Lane, Nottingham, NG2 3GB,

WARK: Iitho!d. Reviews of Fanzines, comiczines and fortean publications. Single

copies 30p or 3 issue sub 85p. From Rosemary Pardoe, Flat 2, 28 Sandown Road,
Liverpool I5.

E4S.i.A. PUBLICATIONS

JUST QUT!!: 'HOLY WELLS & ANCIENT CROSSES OF NORFOLK & SUFFOLK! (20pp plus
illustrations) by M.W.Burgess. A companion to 'STANDING STONES OF NORFOLK &
SUFFOLK!, a definitive guide to the subject, contains details of Wells and
Crosses, their location, situation and folklore. 50p inc. postage.

ISTANDING STONES OF NORFOLK & SUFFOLK!: Some copies of this widely-acclaimed
publication are still avaiable., A must for all researchers, 60p inc postage.

LOCAL CURIOSITIES: An illustrated guide to some of the curious legends,ghost
stories and folklore of East Suffolk, 40p inc postage.

All available from:
M,W,Burgess,
2I Kirkley Gardens,
Lowestoft,
Suffolk,

(Please make cheques & POg payable to M.W.B,rgess).
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EAST SUFFOIX AND NORFCLK ANTTOUARTANS,

I3

First of all, I must apologise for the non-appearance of 'Anglian Res-
earch Paper! No,1 about the Bury Zodiac, which was due to be published
in October, Due to the unforeseen amount of work still needing to be
done, this has had to be postponed, and will now be available at the end
of January.

Supplies of ESNA Occasional Paper No,1, 'The Standing Stones of Norf-
--0lk and Suffolk', I'm happy to say are dw1nd11ng rapidly, but a few are
still available at price 60p each(inc.p & p.)

ESNA Occasional Paper No,2, 'HOLY WELLS AND ANCIENT CROSSES!', has Jjust
been published, again written by myself, The format is similar to that
of the first paper,being a gazetteer of the various wells,springs,ponds,
and crosses in Norfolk and Suffolk that have interesting folklore or
history attached,Quarto dupllcated w1th two pages of 11tho'd 1llustra—
tions, Price 50p each (1nc p & D.)

Both the above papers are available from the usual ESNA address,given
at the end of 'SpellThorn', Please make any payment out to M,W,BURGESS,

Thats enough talk for'this issue, and so to the info:

eHosteesssEstConfirmation(of a sort)about the peculiar Parham thorn tree
mentioned last time comes from the 18th century diary of a chap who liv-
ed in the area; "Near Parham.Hall iés-a white thorn bush which blossoms
by Christmas: Day;and ‘the people of the neighbourhood flock to it in
great comparies upan Christmas Eve,I had some of the buds just blooming
brough to me on Sunday,the second of December,173L.,"

IREEEEEEEEEEESSome more tunnel legends have turned up since the last
'SpellThorn‘,lncludlng one said to run from St.Mary's church in Bungay.
to . the ruined Castle,

Volume XX1 of !Norfolk Archaeology!,p.177 tells us of Lang-
ley in Norfolk: "When the Abbey Farm was destroyed by fire in 1801, a
'large subterranean passage' was discovered,(The usual underground pass-
age of abbey sites,)This should have been somewhere adjacent to the pre-
sent house,which was built on the site of the old, but local men point
vaguely to a spot far out in the fields.This was probably the great cul-
verc, "

'The same volume speaks of a tunnel said to run from Wive-
ton Hall in Norfolk to the remains of the Carmelite friary at Blakeney,
adding that traces of a passage were found in the early 1900's,but that
from its size,it was probably a drain,

Another is alleged to stretch from the same friary to the
Blakeney Guildhall,and another source gives the usual 'blind fiddler!
story for this one,

FEEENEEEEEEEE Alan Nurdie of Bury St.Edmunds sends us a couple of ghost
stories,and a plea for info.,He tells us of ",,.,a banshee-type ghost
which manifested itself at Gunton Hall in Norfolk,Lord Suffield had
apparently told a Dr.Woodward,a physician,that servants had heard the
cry of the ghost,known as the White Lady,and he himself had heard an
unearthly cry one evening and,going to the window,had seen a pale fig-
ure glide across the lawn,lady Suffield died the same night,

I myself collected a story from an elderly resident of Fornham St,
Martin.,.concerning the ghost of a white dog said to appear at the bot-
tom of Barton Hill, just off the A13L (TL854663.)This ghost was said to



- haunt the spot at midnight and was supposed to be connected with an acc-
ident that occurred there many years ago in which a woman was killed,..
.« eoIhere was,however,a man who claimed to have seen it about 50 years ago
whom my 1nformant kncw the ghost apparently being seen to 'run across the
road and into the meadow where it disappeared.! "

And here Alan adds a query, ",..namely, does anyone know anything about
the ghost of a child said to haunt the bridge near Brundon Mill,Sudbuty? "

RestensstasttAnother query now,about an object at Carlton Colville known

as the 'Pirate's Grave!, Our info on this is very bague,so any help would
useful ;Apparently,if one runs about this thing a certain number of times,
the Devil will appear. So where and what is it?

FHREHEEEEECEIn Oce,Paper No.1, I mentioned a stone once said to have stood
near Henstead church,but that I had been unable to find it.Now Jill Bruce
of London has sent a photograph and details of a stone at the edge of that
churchyard,aligned on the axis of the church.So I'd like to make an appeal
for more-info on this particular object,Are there any good leys through it?

EHnREaossrttfe have very brief notes of three more 'megaliths! in Suff-
olk,not previously known to us: one at Hall Farm,Wattishamjone at a cross-
ing of tracks on Plains Farm,Hitcham; and one extremely vague reference

to a boulder "on the edge of Peddar's Way." Does anyone know of these?

L EeREansaatttPeter Coupland of Witham in Essex has sent photographs of

some stones that he found at Copdock,Suffolk,whilst ley-hunting there,
There is a rough semi-circle of large, jagged stones outside the gateway

to a house which stands "on the footpath between the church and the vill-
age of Copdock,at a crossroads with another path..." Just inside the gate,
on either side of the path, stand two extremely large megaliths,We ask the
readers of 'SpellThorn' for extra 'info since,as Peter says, "neither the
occupants of the house,nor any local people,could give me any information
on the stones other than 'they have always been there,! "

FREREENe0nEttAnd now something for the geomancers in our midst, from a
book called 'Under Three Crowns' by i.J.Forrest(1961),p.136, where we are
told ",,.a pretty story about certain markings when showing visitors the
Prior's Grave in Nlythburgh Church, This alleged resting place is covered
by a flat stone,shaped like an arrow but headed towards the east,not to
the west as for laymen, Lines or breaks in the stone score its face One
line, the sexton ‘said, pointed to Arthur's Seat at Tlntagel another line
went direct to Norway," (9')

IEEOEEEECEEESFortean Sections We have the following two items relating to
Southwold in Suffolk,the first from the !'State Papers Domestic'e.eeceocese
" 21st July,1666 - N great storm of hail'with thunder and rain has broken
the windows very much and damaged the corn; the hailstones measured were
six or seven inches round and perfect ice.”
" 15th Angust,1931 - A remarkable hailstorm occurred,with hailstones of
unisnal size,weighing two ounces and over,some were reported to be as big
as a cricket ball,Many windows were brokcn and shop blinds torn.,"
‘ The next item seems rather toplcal considering the recent
spate of mysterious explosions and bangs in the sky,and is taken from a
letter addressed to the 'London Magazine'!,and datedJuly 26th,1760, the
author writing from Diss: "On Wednesday,June 11th,about 50 minutes past
L4 in the afternoon,,.,.of a sudden I heard a very loud noise,like the expl-
osion of .a cannon firéd near,and it seemed full as loud;I immediately
stepped abroad,and found the noise appeared to be in the air;it seemed to
burst westward of the place where I was,and gradually to roll towards the
_ east,,.it was likewise heard at Norwich.,.Beccles,,Bury...and Thetford,..,
Whether it was a collection of sulphureous particles,or other homogeneous
@atter,l"hope some of your ingenious correspondents will satisfy us in, "

FEHECEERH0REE Michael W,Burgess,

Any more odd notes,querles info etc please to me at:21,Kirkley Gardens,
Lowestoft ,Suffolk, END OF 'SPELLTHORN! NO,Z2,




